Democracy And Islam In The New Constitution Of Afghanistan

Shura Democracy and the Muslim World

Introduction

‘While the issues of basic freedoms, human rights and democracy in the Muslim World have been
debated by Muslim scholars, intellectuals and activists since the 19th century, the model of
Islamic state represented by the Taliban regime in Afghanistan has intensified this discourse.
Some are more than ever convinced that there is no place for a shari ah state in the modern
world; others are divided between the traditional khilafat model and a modern form of shura.

This article sets out to analyse the prospects of democracy in the Muslim World in the light of
recent political developments. As a prelude, the principle of shura, its relation with democracy
and its role in Muslim history will be discussed. This will be followed by a general survey of the
state of democracy in current Muslim regimes. Finally, the views of modern Muslim scholars on
the issue of democracy will be presented.

The Role of Shura in Islamic Polity
The term shura has generally been accepted by Muslim scholars as that which most closely

approximates the notion of democracy. Though there are scholars who reject any comparison
between the two, they accept the principle of shura as the cornerstone of Islamic polity.

The word shura means consultation: mutual debate in order that one may see another’s opinion:
cou i acting or drawing forth an opinion.1 In a general sense it could be defined as
ge in debate and discussion, and a corresponding democratic right to free

of opinion.

The Qur’an (42 : 38) specifies shura as one of the major characteristic of believers :

They determine their affair by consultation (shura) among themselves??

In anot se (3 : 159) the prophet Muhammad is instructed to consult his companions when

making important decisions :
“and consult them in your affairs”

It is evident from these verses that the Qur’an prescribes mutual consultation (shura) as the basis
for decision-making.

Early historians of Islam and biographers of the prophet are unanimous that he regularl
consulted his companions before taking major decisions.2 The Prophet consulted his companions
with regard to the following :

... strategy to be adopted in battle against the Makkan army.3

... policy on captives in the battle of Badr and the Truce of al-Hudaybiyah4 and

...the manner of announcing the time of prayer5
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